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GOOD-BREEDING necessarily implies CIVTLITY ; but CIVILITY does not reciprocally imply GOOD-BREEDING. The former has its intrinsic weight and value, which the latter always adorns, and often doubles by its workmanship.
To sacrifice one's own self-love to other people's is a short, but, I believe, a true definition of CIVXLITY : to do it with ease, propriety, and grace, is GOOD-BREEDING. The one is the result of good-nature, the other of good-sense, joined to experience, observation, and attention.
A ploughman will be civil, if lie is good-natured, but cannot be well-bred. A courtier will be well-bred, though perhaps without good-nature, if he has but good-sense.
Flattery is the disgrace of GOOD-BREEDING, as brutality often is of truth and sincerity. GOOD-BREEDING is the middle point between those two odious extremes.
CEREMONY is the superstition of GOOD-BREEDING, as well as of religion; but yet, being an out-work to both, should not be absolutely demolished. It is always, to a certain degree, to be complied with,, though despised by those who think, because admired and respected by those who do not.
The most perfect degree of GOOD-BREEDING, as I
as distinguished from mere civility, as a subject that deserved to be treated by him. His Lordship at first declined it; bat on his Mend's insisting, and. urging the singular propriety of its being undertaken, by a man who was so perfect a master of the thing, he suddenly called for pen and ink, and wrote this excellent piece off-hand, as he did all the others, without any rasure or interlineation. The paper, ever after, went by the name of General Irwme's paper. (Note by Dr. Maty.)